
  

 

  

Dear Friends, 

As a member of the House Agriculture Committee, it is an honor to work with my 

colleagues on both sides of the aisle to advocate for our number one industry on the 

central coast of California.  A large part of my advocacy for our agriculture is to ensure 

that Congress prioritizes and passes a Farm Bill that contains strong funding for research, 

organic, and trade programs.  Although Congress was unable to pass the 2018 Farm Bill 

prior to the September 30, 2018 deadline, we will continue to work toward its passage 

prior to the new year and new Congress.  

 

I remain confident that Congress can pass a strong Farm Bill this year that includes 

investments in our agriculture community without implementing injurious cuts to 

nutrition assistance programs.  The two chairmen and two ranking members of the House 

and Senate Agriculture Committees continue to negotiate in order to reach a compromise 

that supports both producers and consumers.  I will continue to work with members of the 

Farm Bill conference committee to urge the passage of a Farm Bill that includes 

significant investments in specialty crop and organic research, mechanization, beginning 

farmers, market access programs, and expanded access to fresh fruits and vegetables.  In 

an industry with so much uncertainty and unpredictability, it is incumbent upon Congress 

to try to provide some certainty and predictability to our growers, shippers, and 

farmworkers by passing a Farm Bill. 

 

Authored Legislation To Spur Innovation In Agriculture 

I authored and introduced the Specialty Crop Mechanization Prize Challenge Act to spur 

innovation of agriculture technology to support our local agriculture industry and improve 

farmworkers’ planting and harvesting methods.  My legislation encourages the private 

sector to engage with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to develop 

mechanization technology that can alleviate stress on farmworkers or automates activities 

where workers are not available.  It does so by directing the Secretary of Agriculture to 

establish prize competitions that incentivize the development of this technology. I am 

proud that this bill is supported by the California Farm Bureau Federation and the 

Western Growers Association. 
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Authored Legislation For Farmworker Housing 

I authored and introduced the Farmworker Housing Improvement Act to increase Central 

Coast farmworkers’ access to affordable housing. My legislation will address current 

challenges by strengthening the Farm Labor Housing Loan and Grant Program, improving 

access to information for local non-profits, and increasing quality housing options for our 

farmworker community. 

 

Fighting For Immigration Reform On The Central Coast 

This October, I was proud to welcome U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein to the Central Coast, 

where we toured Monterey Mushrooms, Inc. in Royal Oaks.  We spoke with farmers from 

the Central Coast and Central Valley and farmworkers, including the leadership of the 

United Farm Workers, about the challenges they face due to the lack of immigration 

reform.  The Senator and I talked about the importance of passing immigration reform, 

including the Blue Card Bill, which she introduced in the Senate and I was an original co-

sponsor in the House.  That bill would provide farmworkers with a work authorization and 

an earned legal status if they show consistent employment in U.S. agriculture.  During the 

discussion, the Senator directly asked for my continued leadership on the bill.  I look 

forward to continuing to work with the Senator and others in Congress to pass legislation 

on immigration reform that benefits those who contribute so much to our community and 

country. 

 

 
Touring Monterey Mushrooms with Senator Feinstein, farmers, and farmworkers 

 

Pressing The Administration On Trade Issues  

Growers frequently tell me that they are concerned about the administration’s handling of 

international trade issues.  I share their concerns, recognizing that market access for 

agricultural products is difficult to regain once lost.  The administration’s recent U.S.-

Mexico-Canada Agreement comes as a relief to our agriculture industry since negotiators 

were threatening to completely scrap the North American Free Trade Agreement 
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(NAFTA) and move forward with an agreement without Canada.  While I am pleased 

to see that this critical export market was preserved in the tentative deal, I will continue to 

study the text of this agreement prior to it coming before Congress for a vote.  

 

The House Agriculture Committee held a roundtable with Gregg Doud, Chief Agricultural 

Negotiator in the Office of the United States Trade Representative (USTR), and Ted 

McKinney, Under Secretary of Agriculture for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs, to 

discuss the administration’s recent trade actions. When I pressed the representatives on 

China and the President’s threats of more tariffs, they were unable to outline a 

comprehensive strategy for further negotiations with the Chinese.  That answer was 

unacceptable considering the potential effects that retaliatory efforts can have on our 

farmers.  I will continue to push the administration to develop a coherent strategy that 

reduces tariffs. 

 

 
Meeting with USDA and USTR officials on Trade 

In the meantime, I am pushing forward legislation that would reassert the role of Congress 

on international trade issues.  I joined Congressman Mike Gallagher (R-WI) to 

introduce H.R. 6337, a bill that would require congressional approval of any tariffs that 

are justified by national security concerns.  President Trump has used that justification to 

unilaterally impose tariffs on steel and aluminum imports, an act that has driven up the 

cost of equipment and shaken supply chains.  If enacted, this bill would require these 

tariffs, and others like them, to receive congressional approval before being enforced. 
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Some Of My Other Work On Agriculture Issues From the Central Coast To Our 

Nation’s Capital 

 

 
It was an honor to attend the Monterey County Farm Bureau Annual Meeting and hear 

directly from growers in our area. 

 

 
Joined Rep. Rodney Davis (R-IL), fellow co-chair and co-founder of the Agriculture 

Research Caucus, to speak to the United Fresh Produce Association about bipartisanship, 

the Farm Bill, and immigration reform. 

 



 
Spoke to the graduating class of Focus Agriculture put on by the Santa Cruz County Farm 

Bureau.  As a past graduate of Focus Ag, it was an honor to speak to community members 

who were accepted into the class to learn about our region’s agriculture. 

 

 
Dr. Scott Gottlieb, Commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration, visited my office 

to discuss food safety and ways for the agriculture industry to best partner with his agency 

to protect public health. 

 



 
John Laird, California’s Secretary for Natural Resources, stopped by my office to discuss 

water issues impacting growers and residents from the Central Valley to the Central 

Coast. 

 

 
Congratulations to Tracy Weatherby, the newest Vice President of Community 

Engagement and Policy for the Second Harvest Food Bank of Santa Clara and San Mateo 

Counties.  I look forward to working with her to tackle hunger in our communities. 



 

 
Celebrated National Food Day at T. S. MacQuiddy Elementary School where I spoke with 

the students about the importance of eating healthy and toured the school's garden. We 

marked the day by handing out locally grown Gizdich Apples to the students so they 

could participate in the “California Crunch.” 

 

 
Dorothy McAuliffe, former First Lady of Virginia, stopped by to discuss her work at 

FoodCorps.  Her organization is working in Santa Cruz and Watsonville to connect 

schools with farm-fresh produce. 
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Participated in a roundtable with members of the Growers-Shippers Association Future 

Leaders program and discussed my work on agriculture research, the Farm Bill, 

immigration reform, and bipartisanship.  

 

 
Met with the California Avocado Commission to discuss issues impacting the avocado 

industry and the need for immigration reform. 

 



 

 
It was great to help out at the Monterey County Fair Livestock Auction and witness our 

community’s support for the next generation of farmers and ranchers. 

 

If you have any questions or issues that I or my staff can help you with, please call or 

contact my Congressional offices in Salinas, Santa Cruz, or Washington, D.C. or through 

https://panetta.house.gov. Please do not hesitate to reach out and let me know how I can 

continue to serve everybody on the Central Coast. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

JIMMY PANETTA 

Member of Congress  

  
 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__iqconnect.lmhostediq.com_iqextranet_iqClickTrk.aspx-3F-26cid-3DCA20JP-26crop-3D14538QQQ7612134QQQ5237816QQQ7118889-26report-5Fid-3D-26redirect-3Dhttps-253a-252f-252fpanetta.house.gov-252f-26redir-5Flog-3D962908297886181&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=l2baarCuOAZAv7jftBehE9gqU7wvQhrClEr6iHOgBtA&m=Q2qhQ4QtsH6hkZl7gFSCamxbwX9gOu6d2KlXocYhM2E&s=-OKKew9SNiM74VmpT07eoXWZEPujIkNUA5jhXiayeFs&e=

